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Stupidity or Worse?

The introduction of the Argetsinger
bill in the State Senate raises squarely
the question which the jeaders of the
Republican party The
measurs is by no means wholly bad. It
contains, possibly for decorative pur-
poses, provisions advocated by organiza-
tions as little concerned with machine in-
terests as the loeal Citizens Union.

But thers are two amendments which
perve to open & discussion which will
have unmistakable consequences for the
Republican party in New York State.
The first of thess proposes to destroy the
Massachusetts form of ballot by restor-
ing the party columni the second aims at
recreating the official party convention
as a nominating body, subject to the
sanctlon of a referendum to the people
next fall.

Now, the restoration of the party col-
umn will not prevent independent vot-
ing—it may even have a tendency to
stimulate it st the moment, since the
New York electorata in recent years
has shown itself sufficlently alert in
meeting and thwarting the plans of the
professional politicians,

In the same fashion m return to the
party convention, which means the prac-
tieal sholiion of the direct primary,
will not leave the voters helpless, how-
ever indignant it may make them. Nar
will they be deceived by the plausible
suggestion that the propesal be submit-
ted to the voters. This fall is an off
year. There is no campaign for Presi-
dent, Governor or Mayor of New York
City. There is small incentive to a large
registration, and the combined efforts of
the Republican and Democratic machines
may easily succeed in obtaining the ma-
jority vote of the very small minority
who will vote.

What is vital, what counts, what will
mean an {ncaleulable amount to the Re-
publican perty is the fact, not to be
blinked at, that euch an attempt,
whether it succeeds or not, will ba justly
acoepted as a sign that Republican lead-
ers, newly returned to power, have
“learned nothing and forgotten nothing”
~—that the same spirit which wrecked
the party a few years mgo once more
dominates it.

The direct primary battle of this state
has been fought out. Before it was over
the very large majority of the people
of New York were convinced, convinced
in no emall measure by the tactics of the
politicians of both parties, that thers
waa at the lenst a promise of better con-
ditions under a real direct primary. In
opposing the direct primary the Republl-
can organimation lost unity and publie
confidenca. Ita subsequent defent, at the
least, gained in magnitude because of
this fight.

* More than all elss that long etruggle
convinced thousands of Republicans,
thousands of young men {n the Republi-
can party, that the men who controlled
it were allke hostile to any new {deas
and determined to maintain their con-
trol by familiar and discredited machine
methods. In their mind the boss had
succeeded the leader,

More than the personality of Theo-
dore Roosevelt, more than any specific
issue of the Progressive party, this spirit
of revolt against stupid and hidebound
party rule contributed to sending thou-

must answer.

few years hence?
une hopes not. Temporary Republican
prosperity may be contingent upon Dem-
oeratic blunders and ineptitude. But
this can be but temporary.

What is then to be decided in the next
two wears js whether the Republican
Y in its ranks for s new
with newer

party has room
generation—younger men,
enthusiasms, but with much of the old
party faith. If the Republican party
eannot supply the opportunity—the
young men will find it. They mean to go
forward. What concerns them now 14
whether the Republican party of New
York State heads in the same direction,

Subway Economy.

Offhand, the Board of Estimate's
desira for still another suhway tunnel
seems extravagant. The reslization that
it {5 intended to parallel the Queensboro
Bridge & block away makes it seem
much more so. Yet thers are sound
engineering reasons why such a tunnel
would eave the city money in the end.

The proposed tunnel is designed for
tha new Brondway subway, which wil
turn east in Fifty-ninth Street to con-
| neet Manhattan with the outskirts o
Long Island City. As eriginally planned
it was to cross the river on the Queena-
This route seemed the ob-
approval

boro Bridge.
vious one, and it met with the
of taxpayers wi
the wastefully buil

RBut it was not long before engineers
began ridiculing the plan and people
began listening to them, What, take a
heavy steel train out of a hole in the
ground and raize it 150 feet in the air
only to let it down again right off? A
grotesque waste of power! The idea
has taken root, and mow the Board of
Estimate, no longer fearful of popular
indignation over failure to utillze the
Queensboro Bridge, would like to save
this power to the eity. In the course of
years such a saving will more than pay
for the tunnel.

o money had gone into

t, cantilever span.

Pottering Along with the Navy,

The Senate Naval Affairs Committee
is trying to undo some of the blunders
made in the House of Representatives in
dealing with the Naval Appropriation
bill. The Housa majority turned down
moat of the provisions for the better-
ent of the service urged by its Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs. It etood pat
on our present unpreparedness. Any
hope of legislation at this gesglon Im-
proving the navy's condition therefore
hangs on the action of the Senste.

The developments of the war in Fa-
rope show that the big seagoing sub-
marine has become indispensable in a
modern navy. The House provided for
only one vessel of this class. The Sen-
ate committee has recommended five
and has also increased the authorizations
of ordinary coast defence submarines
from eight to sixteen.

Next to the submarine in meeting new
naval requirements is the meroplane or
hydroplane. These machines have be-
come the seouts of a fleet, far more ser-
viceable than the old ecout cruisers ever
were. The Senate committee has wisely
increased the appropriation for naval
aeroplanes from $300,000 to £1,000,000.

Those who look a little into the future
would like to see the Senate adopt Mr.
Smoot’'s amendment authorizing the con-
gtruction of fifty emgning suhmarines
and twenty-five ordinary submarines.
Now {8 the time for us to get a start in
this new field of naval offence. Hut
looking into the future {s not a specialty
with this Congress or this administra-
tion. The country will have to take
what it can get just now from a regime
in Washington which seems to think that
the navy and the army are good enough
aa they stand, There will be another
regime soon, which will not take that
purblind view of the manifest deficien-
cies in our national defence.

m

From Fashoda to Armageddon.

More than half a generation ago two
men, each representing the colonial
dream of his own country, met on the
banks of the Upper Nile. One cams
from the great victory of Omdurman,
which had restored British rule to the
Sudan and opened the way for tha Cape-
to-Calro railroad. The other had just
completed the ever memorable march
across Africa from the Congo, through
the trackless wilderness of the Bar-el-
Ghazal, to Fashoda, For France he was
the advance guard of the empire which
waa to streteh from the Niger to the Red
Sea, from Dakar to Jibuti,

For many weeks after Kitchener and
Marchand met the world was filled with
rumors of one more Anglo-French war.
Thera were days when the conflict
seemed ineluctable, But in the end

sands of the young men, the very life France vielded, the tri-color came down
of the party if it were to live, into the from the little mud fort at Fashoda and

great insurrection of 1912, which almost
wrecked the Republican party.

To-day by no means sll of these young
men have come back. The Republican
vietory in the state last fall was won
not on Republican virtues but Demo-
cratic offences. It was & negative
achievement, which left the electorate
wholly cold.

The passage by the present Republi-
can Legislature of a measure such as the
Argetsinger Dbill will serve as a new
advertisement to young, independent and
forward looking men, who are naturally
Republicans, that there is rtill no room
for them in the party toward which more
and more in recent months they have
been turning.

1s it the purpose of Republican leader-
ship in this state to serve as the recruit-

Colonel Marchand disappeared into ob-
scurity, another of the great French ad-
venturers, like those who won Canada
and India by the eword only to see them
| lost in the Cabinet.

Yesterday our Paris correspondent
noted the return of Marchand to favor
and to newer glories as a general in the
battle line of the republic.
fighting shoulder to shoulder with the
men of Kitchener's army, and France has
| forgiven, England forgotten, Fashoda.

The coincidence is worthy of note,

What is most interesting is the reali-

zation that less than twenty years ago

France and England were at the point
| of war. The opportunity that came to
| German statesmanship then was lost.

After Fashoda France had to choose be-
| tween enemies. Unhesitatingly
' chose Germany. Bitter an was the sting
of Fashoda, the children of the “lost

ing sgent for the present Progressive | provinces” still beckoned to her. In the
party, for some new party of protest & | long series of incidents which led to the

For fitaelf The Trib-

He s now |

ghe |

present eonflict the Marchand i-w!dmt‘
was & landmark. After it England and
France, drawn together hy a growing
realization of a common peril, pettled all
their colonial quarrela of generations.
Then Edward VII seized the fortunate
moment to go to Paris; after that Fa

shoda was forpottan, the entente cordiald
came and the longest step was taken on
the road that led arrow straight from
Fashoda to Armageddon.

Facing Homeward.

The Panama-Pacifle fair opened with
a record attendancs and revolves peace-
fully in its appointed orbit. It provokes
no mora headlining, except locally. At
an equa! distance in nn opposite direc-
tion the European war competes with it
{or attention, much as a three ring cir-
cus come to town competes with the
modest movie on Main Street, and with
the added advantage of having come to
town befors the movie. It ix only ns &
restful eontrast that the Iatter can at-
tract an excitement-surfeited public.

This is simply in the nature of a little
reminder that the fair is filling this role
admirably. It cannot he congidered
“pastful” In the sense of “slow,” but as
offering & complete change of Interest to
that large clnsa of Americans suffering
from mental eye strain in an attempt to
follow the ublquitous action abroad,
whote heads are buzzing from the con-
gtant elnsh of hyphenatod sympathizers
whose thoughts, sick with nostalgia, are
senttered in strange pastures. To these
the California earnival beckons with the
voice of home. Once across the Sierras
one may cease to be a distracted eolonlal
and become an American again. |

The Hoffman House Follows the
Amen Corner.

The old Hoffman House has finally |
surrendered to the northward march of |
business. Its going will enap another
of the few remaining links binding this |
generation to the preceding ona. Famous |
as a hotel, it was quite as well known
gs a political headquarters, running a
cloze race with its rival across the street,
the Fifth Avenus Hotel, the home of the
Amen Corner,

But ita political afiiliations were more
gpecinlized. All creeds and parties fore-
gathered in the Amen Corner, but some
time each evening the Democrats would
stroll across to the Hoffman House,
which was their own particular terri-
tory. It was the headquarters of the late
Senator Hill, when he was in town.
“Pat" McCarren, of the ready wit and
gaturnine visage, was one of {ta regu-
lars. “Gene" Wood, manipulator of poli-
tics and politic'ans, Inhabited it. Sonth-
ern Congressmen, in the days when the
Southern Democrat did not run Wash-
ington end the nation, used to find the
Hoffman House the most eongenial spot
north of Baltimore.

By the non-political the old hostlery
will be most likely to be marked in mem-
ory for its honest meals and ita custom,
only recently abandoned, of placing arm-
chairs on the Broadway sidewalk for its
guests on summer evenings. It belonged
to the period when patrons were
“ouests,” not “customers,” and most of
those who helped to make it famous have
pessed on. Like them, it will soon be
merely a8 memory, time-mellowed,

A Much Abused Form,

Every human title |s a ceremonial, a
form. It iz sounding brass and tinkling
eymbal, Ita nolse drowns many a howl-
ing wilderness,

Possibly the title “professor” pro-
tects a8 many guilty secrets as any. Dr.
Nicholas Murray Butler (himself be-
daubed with titles) would have it
dropped. He has found that it frequent-
ly deceives every one, including, most of
all, ita owner. Oracle becomes ita alias,
infallibility its patron saint.

The picture has & reverse side. It dis.
plays a rather eoiled toga of dignity
donned at will by trained bootblack and
travelling magician, clothing reaction-
ary theorista and discredited moralists.
For every one who regards the garment
with awe thers s another whom ita
musty folds repel. And in this number,
too, may be found many a wearer of {t.

Off with {t, then! Mister hides noth-
ing except social nakedness, It is simple
and eanitary, llke a clean shave beside
the professorial beard. It is, if we may
use still another metaphor, the kind of
shave our academle friends need most,
and that is saying not a little,

In vlew of Governor Whitman's recom-
mendation for an 18,000,000 direct tax,
Controller Prendergast may now wish he
had kept quiet about the money in the New
York City Treasury.

Ths passage by the Assembly of & resolu-
tion to adjourn on April 2 entitles it to
full credit ss the popular branch of the
Etate Legislature.

A five-cent telephone rate will be a bless-
ing, {f some people don't use the trans-
mitter twice as often.

Publie Bervice Commissioners visit subway,
eadline.

A trifie Iate to begin to get sequaintsd.
—_——
The dove Mr. Bryan !s wearing on his|

Iapel s presumably a “deserving” dove.
——

Whale blubber on the meni—Headline.
More conditional contraband

——p——
Aldermen cen even make u scandal out of

marriage.
————

What 1f they had held that Bernheimer
party In Great Harrington!
———
gtill, Commiseioner Maltbie might have

paid rent for that car,
——

Politician ghoots alderman.—Headline
Why the "distinction?
[

' the time predicted b

l"

THE HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS

Restrictions Enhance Real Estate Values,
'Tis Contended.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In eonnection with the proposed
legislation now pending to withdraw from
the city the power of establishing zones of
building restrictions, I observe that some
criticisms and eomplaints sre made of the
mitation of the height of build-
ged on the idea that such
restriction will have the effect of reducing
the value of real ettute. It is on the con-
trary demonstrable that reasonable restrie-

i‘.r--pnqm{ I
ings which nre La

tions, guch as those proposed, will have s

t bencficial effect in enhancing the
uable ns=et of light and air.

Nor i4 it strietly true that the restrie-

tion proposed limits height, {ts effect ia
to restrict height at the building line, and
those who are foolish enough to want to
bulld execesively tull buildings, or to con-
atruet monumental towers, can still do a0
if they wish to burden their property with
such unremunerative encumbranees.

A positive aseertlon is credited to the
owner of the property on which the Stew-
art Building stands to tho general effect
that a limitation to a height of twelve
storics would reduce the value of his prop-
erty to a very large extent.

As the proposed ordinance stands a bulld-
ing of 800 feet in height would be per-
minsible on this slte, as it faces a park area,
But, although this would admit of building
a structure twenty-four stories high, it
would not follow that it would be neces-
pATy to construct so extensive and expen-
sive n structure to produce the incoma re-
quired to maintain & value of $4,000,000 on
the mite.

In point of finaneial fact, the most eco-
nomle investment upon that site would be
the twelve story building which the owner
seems to regard ss A source of ruin, The
cost of guch a building would be moderate,
its expenses of operation less than & higher
one, and ut the prevnlt:ng moderate rentals
a return coulid be secured that would pay
& per cent on the building cost and 4'4 per
cent on $4,000,000 value of the land.

Tha real trouble with this valuable prop-
erty, as with many others, has been the ex-
cessive area of rentable space thrown upon
the market by the Woolworth and Mu-
nielpal buildings, with sccompanying cau-
tious restriction of loans for other build-
ings by lending ngencies until the excess
area shall have been absorbed. The prin-
cipnl lesson which the owners and opera-
tors of rea] estste have to learn from the
tall bullding development of the past twen-
ty yesrs i that the higher the building the
higher is the cost of construction per cubie
foot, and the higher also the cost of opera-
tion per square foot of gecupled area, the
higher the taxes per square foot of site
and tha lower the relative space avallable
for rentals.

The economic prineiple in the improve-
ment of real estate is to invest in building
the least mpossible ecapital commensurate
with n reasonable return upon a moderate
and value,
: The nh".!!'h".lﬂﬂ of helght of buildings
will ald in reducing the risks of real es-
tate and 1n hu‘.]d".nlg up the city on sound-

ases than in the past
el REGINALD II"I-',LH.\M BOLTON.
New York, Fob, 24, 1815,

Machinery and Soclalism.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Mr. Edison recently predicted that
the time would come when physical labor
would no longer be necessary, as most of
the work of the world would be Eerformvd
by machinery, It |ls common snowledge

that milllons of workers are now depend- €¥e

#nt for their lvelihood upon the wages
they reeceive from the owners of the large
industries. The question arises, “When
Mr. Edison arrives

what will become of this vast army ©

| workers 1"

Wiil they be forced to seek s mew planet
upon which to find a living, or, hl‘.lnq that,
to starve? “Harbarous, unthinkable!' we
ery. What, then, is to be done? Is it not
gelf-evident that the only way to solve the
problem is to have the means of produc-
tion and distribution of wealth which are
social and public in nature publicly owned
and operated, with the good of all as the
end rather than that of a comparative few?

F. W. VAN VALEENBURGH.
N. J., Feb, 22, 1015,

East Orange,

' The Woes of Waterfront Property Owners.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: There is a factor that s oppresaing
realty owners and undermining the basis
of the ecity's eredit, namely, the attitude of
the city administration to the owners of
aterfront property.
Formerly in the old ecities of Now York

DOWN GRADE OR UP?

™
ATSETT

g

ww 0nen toem. THE PEOPLE'S COLUMN For utiic Debace.

anid Brooklyn waterfront owners wera en-
eouraged to improve their holdings by
building piers, bulkheads and filling in and
reclniming land. As a result, many millions
of dollars were added to the taxable values
of both the cities.

Under recent administrations riparinn
owners have been hampered and interfered
with by the Dock Department and Law De-

artment, and improvement of the water-
ront is at a atandstill. In one instance &
false statement made by an offlcial in one
of the city departments as to the ownership
of landa pnx'l;}' under water prevented the
reclamation of land worth $500,000.

Claims to title to lands below high water
mark in Jamaica, Flushing and Gravesend
bays have been made by the Cit of New
York after the lands have been filled in and
reclaimed, and Iarge amounts of money
spent in improvement, and also nfter
granta for the land under water have been
obtained from the State of New York.

Much litigation has resulted, and the
courta have refused to sustain the city's
claim to ownership as to the lands in
Flushing and Jamaica bays. In one case
the Appellata Divison of the Second De-
urtment eritieised the attitude of the ecity
L)‘ saying: “Conduct similar to that of the
city, {f the parties to the transactions were
both individuals and neither waa a munici-
pul corporation, would scarcely be deemed
ethieal.”

Mora flagrant, ineffcient municipal mis-
management cannot be cited. It ia. nlas,
only one of the many recent onalaughts of
the muthorities on taxpayers which are add-
ing in these bad times to the burdens of
property owners. E. 8. PRAY.

559 Fourth Street, Brooklyn, Feb, 25, 1915

Assails New York Rents.

To the Editor of Tha Tribuna.

Sir: “Mayor Asks Help for Hungry Work-
ers” suggests the question why workers
should ba hungry and shirkers have all the
wealth of the community. According to the
figures of the Society to Lower Rents, less
than 5,000 people in this city lust year,
cfter paying all taxes, assessments and
other expenszes, collected from the industry
snd enterprise of business men, the blood
and sweat of working men and women, over
£310,000,000 in exorbitant rents and for in-
fiated prices for land. Thia represents the
gmount they were taxed and fined for the
right to live, to work and be of benefit to
the community, and also accounts for the
unemployment, poverty and degradation
that are now chronie sll over the country.
What the beneficiaries of our land system
do to entitle them to liva at the expense of
the rest of the people ia past finding out.
Like the lilies of the fleld, they toil not,
neither do they spin, and a more uselesa
bunich of pirates and parasites it would be
imposaible to find anywhere. Let the Mayor
pay more attention to the causes that make
workers unemployad and hungry—i. o, low
taxes on land, high taxes on buildings, and
help remedy these conditions. The workers
will take care of themselves,

ALEXANDER LAW,
Beeretary Tenants' Union.
New York, Feb. 22, 1015.

A Word to Josephus.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

8ir: Now that you have heard from the
naval expert, Walt McDougall, whose sug-
gestion is to eject India ink in the water
surrounding vessels about to be attacked
by submarines, permit me to make two sug-
gestions more practical and efMcaclous,

1. If the submarine {n seen approaching,
eend down a divir and throw pepper in ita

s
l:.;. If departing, put a little salt on its
tail.

Either of thess methods will render the
submarine helpless. It can then be eauly

{ captured and trained to do parlor tricks.

ANOTHER NAVAL EXPERT,
Bayonne, N. J,, Feb, 20, 1018,

Desecration.

To_the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: 1 felt highly indignant, in attending

the mass rlul.-tin? of the For America
League at the Iipgndrnrnn last night,
to learn that the besutiful title, “The

Prince of Peace,” is sometimes applied to
the Secretary of State at Washington, Will-
iam Jennings Bryun.

There is only one “Prince of Peace,” our
Lord and Savicur, Jesus Christ, and to ap-
ply this title to any one else is limpry
desecration.

I protest, and ask every man and woman
in the United States to protest clso against
such misuse of this title of the highest no-
bility, “The Prince of Peace.”

MARIE L. RANKE, \

New York, Feb. 28, 1015,
]

the future.”

Debate. |

VIEWS OF A YEOMAN

Why Englishmen Back Belgium Against
Germany and Dislike the Kaiser.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: The German version of the war and
its causes has been freely circulated in
America, and one wonders If the American
people understand the attitude and senti-
menta of “the man in the street” on this
side. I write this in ense you should think
it worth while to publizh the opinion of
an Englishman of the yeoman class, typieal

I venture to believe) of the many Liou-
sands who are leaving home, Dusiness, etg,
for the old country's sake,

The Germuns aro trying to make out that
we wera prepared for the war and that it
wans premeditated on our part; but it must
be clear to every impartial ohserver that
i our government had intended to fight
Germany their only sane course would have
been to introduce compulsory military ser-
viee hefore doing so. Since the war began
over a million civilians have offered them-
selves; and people do not willingly give up
home, family mand business for the mere
sike of fighting or for the love of con-
quesit,

When Germany trod under foot her guar-
antee of Belgium neutrality she threw off
tho mask, and in doing so made our course
clear. I am speaking for these million-odd
clvilisna who are now soldiers.

No doubt we are a sinful nation, and de-
serve the punishment this war has brought
upon us; but we are sons of the men who
mude British history, and as such we sim-
ply eould not spoil the whele story by stay-
ing at home and saying this was none of
our business. In the face of our guarantes
we could not say with Cain, "Am [ my
brother's keeper?”

But supposing there had been no guaran- |
tea on our part, we could not have stood
aside; and 1 believe I am still speaking for
the million. If s man sees that a tiger has
broken loose in his neighbor's garden
should he wait for the brute to break
through his own fence befors he shoots?
Germany gave hersel! awny when she at-
tacked Belgium, whose only offence was
that sho happened to be in the way—as we
are ourselves sometimes.

The Kalser hus studied the Old Testa-
ment, but the New Testament has appar-
ently not yet reached him, for the book|
was written on purpose to teach men their
duty to God and their neighbor, and this |
{a what he does not understand. Even so,,
thers is something grotesque shout his
feeble Imitation of Moses, whose chief char-
acteristic was meskneas, (Numbers, xii, 8.) |

With ell his vaunted culture (and he has
had a fair education), the Kaiser appears
to have overlooked the essential fact that
any true leader of God's ehosen people
must be “meek and lowly in heart,” . |

With all ita drendful cost in human life, |
this war may yet prove to have been Eng-
land’s salvation. But for it we might now
be engaged in the worst kind of war-a
civil war which would rend the empire in
pieces, . |

FPersonally (I cannot be quite sure of my
millicn on this point), I would consider it
as much a duty to fight for Ireland’s honor
as it is now for England’s, seeing that we |
are responsible for the proper government
of Ireland. We owe Belgium a debt, but
our debt to Ireland in far heavier. If Ire- |
land ia sold to the Papista it will be to our |
everlasting shame, and it would be a kind- |
ness if you Americans would remember this |
the next time John Redmond comes round |
with the hat. A. G, CHRISTMAS.
Corporal, A Squadron, West Kent Yeomanry,

Covalry Barracks, Hounslow, Middlesex

Feb. 8, 1915, )

Peace Rather than Suffrage. !

To the Editor of The Tribune, i
Sir: Referring to your article sbout Mias
Drexel in the edition of February 21, may
I eall sttention to the fact that she says
“the women of Furope don't feel that the
present war could have been averted, but
what they do feel ia that a different senti-
ment may be planted and made to grow for
houYh she felt that nursing
the soldier is futile and destructive work
and working for votes for women in New
York Is constructive work worthy of her
ubilities, I must concede that she has right-
ly gwuged the feelings of the European
women. And may | not advise her through
your columns that if she really desires con-
structive work for the good of her country
she will ceano her futile efforts for votes
and devote her energies to the eduestion
of the young toward that peaceful senti-
ment she would see planted and fostered ?
The education of the next generation is
in the hands of the women. |
FLORENCE BHUMWAY,
472 East Eiﬂneemh Street, Brooklyn,
Feb. 28, 191

[I've purchased your pears and your

Some one far distant in the gloom

| You think you've got your audience wh.

The Conning T

THE GRAND TOUR

Osage City, Kangy,
T0 A TRAIN BOY

I've purchased your postal eard scenes;
Your candy and such I've invested in

And I've bought all your March ma
But please, an you value your careass—

Unless you ara fain for a fight—
Unless you would die, do not ask me to by

The novels of Harold Ball Wright.

I've purchased your “Eagle” and
Your “Journal,” your “Post”
“Star”;

I gladly gave up for a faoldable eup,
And I fell for a jitney cigar,
But pray, put a check to ambition,
Don’t ask me again, or I"l] bita;

0 boy, you'll compel me to shoot if yoy sel]

The novels of Harold Bell Wright.

F.PA

Fasted Jewels

TO THE “LOUDER” FRIEND.

At every banquet where ['ve hean,
When finished is the cake and chowder,
The list of speeches they begin; )
Then some one always bellows: “Loader!®

Of smoke so thick that you could cart i§
In barrows from the banquet room "4
Is absolutely sure to start it

In just & minuta they will cheer you,
When gome one etands upon a chair
And yells: “Old man, we cannot hear yogi

You back right up and start again,
Put on more steam and try to crowd ‘er,
When some one wrecks your mental train
By yelling: “Just a little louder]”

By now you're getting short of breath,

Your thoughts are growing thin and brittle,
Your face assumes the hue of death;

The fiend says: “Raise your volce a littlel®

The chunk of wisdom that you had

To give to them is dust and powder,
Your knees are going to the bad;

Once more you hear it: “Louder, louder!”

I'll bet when that grim fiend departs
And journeys to the regions prouder,
That when the angel choir starts
He'll interrupt with cries of “Louder!™
—Edgar A. Guest in The Detroit Fres Press,

AN UNUSUAL COLLABORATION.
[From the Swedish-American Leagua News)
On Saturday evening Mra. Trygg and Mra Berg.
strom In a group took the prize as Martha Washing
ton, at Nordstjernan’s mask ball in the Collsesm~

B. L. T, in The Chicago Tribune.

Woll, we may as well do the obvious thing, sed
ask for poems containing rhymes to the word *fits
ney.” Heaven is our witness that we are in-te-
cent. Los Angeles, Kansas City, et al, have gons
through this thing, and some fool correspondni
bas tried, with disastrous results, to put it all iate
rhyme. This article is merely to show you what t
keep away from.
Kansas City came to bat with a limerick soms
thing like this (we quote from a memory that s
more often at fault than otherwise):
“There was & young fellow named Whitney,
Who ran out in front of a Jitaey;
The thing knocked him down,
He arose with a frown,
Saying, ‘Now I'm lald up with a split knee!"*
Henrietts rushes to the fors with thess liness
“The day was fine, my smile benign, when I boarded
the Jitney Bus.

My lid was high; the roof—O myl—came down and
mixed with us!

1 HAD to sit (thank heaven for it!) and I dld i
without a fuss;

The speed was high, no cop came nigh to spotler
and fume and cuss.

1 sniffed the air, and Spring was there, when I rede
{n the Jitney bus—

I paid my fare and I made ths Equare. Heorsy for
tha Jitnebus!

Bixteen other jitney poems are omittad for lack
of space. All we usk for ls rhymes to “Jitaey”
And proper nsmes are barred. “Whitney” snd
“Pitnay” don't go, even though the latter Is writ-
ten in shorthand. And don't do what one of the
sixteen varietiss attempted this morning—don't
say “Here, conductor, mit me—I'm riding on the

' Jitney."—Ted Robinsen, in The Cleveland Plln

Desler.

SPRING SFOOR.

Out of the Otherwiss, me-ward it cama to-day}
Out of the void, like a star blown adrift;
Struck through my spirit and set it aflame to-

day—
Ravished my heart—'twas o god's gracious
gift!
Message of hope to a slave mured in misery,
Whisper of cheer to a soul lost in fog;
Out of the Otherwise came it to-day to mé—
Flirst hint of Spring—a mew Seed Catalog!
—Planchette in The Cleveland Plain Dealer.

OH, HUSH THAT LYRE!
(Spring Poem, No. 831.)
Oh, sing me not a gladsome lay
Of springtime coming right away,
Of flowing sap and budding trees,
Of blooming flowers and humming bees
And babbling brooks und singing birds,
Oh, hush that lyre! for, mark my words,
Thagigh warm the sun may shina to-day,
Real spring ne'er comes 'til late in May.
T. L. M. in The Detroit News.

Speaking of Lomg Sentences.

No, Myrtle, Frank James, who har just died n
Missourl st the age of 74, wrs not a relative
Henry.—Boston Globe.

No, he was & brother of Jesse, whose sentances
would have been longer than Henry’s {f the suthpri-

'ties could have caught him.~—W. R. Ross, in The

Cleveland Plain Dealer.

A Shefeld (0.) bakery sdvertises thus: 4
“In order to have & good supply of fresh mest
for the manufacture of our mince pies we kill b‘%
& cow every week.” .
It Shefleld has nothing special to do with the

other half, will she please send it up here, that
may put It out of its misery?—Ted Robinson, in
The Cleveland Plain Dealer.

MOST EXTRAORDINARY, WATSON!
[From “Weatern Wanderings.” by Conan Deyle I8 ihe
February Cornhill ]

The catching seemed to me extraordinarily good, e
pecially the fudging of the long catehes by the bienche
ern, as the outflelds, who are far frem say *ﬂ; e
called.—B, L T, in The Chicage Trivuna

P



